Wealth in the Using
ately increased the share of goods and services avail-
able for those with low incomes. Water-supply and
drainage cost money; and the use of these health
services was made available for the poor. They are.
goods and services "in kind," which are used by
those with low incomes as well as by the rich* Simi-
larly, education and, later on, the feeding of school-
children were, in fact, distributions of goods and
services to those with low incomes. Their "real"
incomes, therefore, increased. It was not done for the
sake of a redistribution of wealth. But that makes no
difference. The social services are, in practice, means
of approaching that equality which lies ahead; and
therefore means of departing from slavery for the
majority. A more clearly conceived economic policy
is that of taxation progressively increased in propor-
tion to income and "estate" duties affecting the rich.
Here, undoubtedly, the intention was to reduce the
accumulations of wealth in private hands, besides
placing more of the burden of the expenses of govern-
ment upon the larger incomes. This policy of progres-
sive taxation and "estate" duties must be considered in
contrast with the methods of raising public income
before the French Revolution, by pressure upon the
very poorest. We tend to forget that most of the cost
of government in earlier times, including the cost of
wars, has been borne by peasants, having a bare suste-
nance, in the background of "glory"; and even now
it is not by any means clear that the larger incomes
pay a larger proportion of what their owners can afford